Friday January 28 2022
Kia ora Reremoana whanau
After a glorious summer which afforded everyone relative freedom, our team is feeling
refreshed and ready to go for the 2022 year. We are very much looking forward to
being able to have all of our students back at school.
As you will all be aware, in regard to COVID-19 New Zealand has moved fully into the
traffic light framework, with the whole of the country currently in RED, with the arrival of
the Omicron variant on our shores.
This newsletter is to inform you of how school will operate at Reremoana under this
setting, and to answer any questions that have been raised via our recent survey.
At the end of this update is a visual summary of the main points outlined below to
provide a quick, clear reminder.
Who can attend school at RED?
● Currently all students are able to attend school onsite, every day, engaging in
face to face learning with their teachers and peers.
● Gates will be opened at 8:30 a.m. - children are not to arrive before 8:30 please,
and are to go straight to classrooms on arrival. This is to assist us in keeping them
in their team groups.
● Before and after school care will be in operation. Please contact Ultimate Kidz if
you need care/supervision for your children before 8:30. To make an inquiry,
please phone 021916677 or email Ultimate Kidz.
How will school be organized to reduce the spread of the virus?
● To minimize the spread of any potential cases in our school, our teams will work a
bit like separate schools within a school.
● Teachers will be minimising contact with other staff outside of their team.
● If both team hubs are to come together (e.g for team celebration), this will be
done outside
● We have not scheduled any school wide events for Term 1 so far

●
●
●

●

We will be allocating play spaces for each team and staggering break times
To avoid congestion at the end of the day, the Pukeko and Kereru teams will be
released slightly earlier, at 2:50pm
Those Pukeko and Kereru students who have siblings in the Piwakawaka or Tui
teams can wait for them outside their classrooms, or at an agreed meeting point
near their gate.
The Piwakawaka and Tui teams will be released at 3pm.

Can parents come onsite during RED?
● Our Ministry advice stresses that, because adults are more likely to spread the
virus, adults other than staff should only come on site if it is essential.
● We understand that for our new entrants, new enrolments and some students
who are feeling anxious, parents may want to accompany them on the first day.
● Families of our new enrolments (including new entrants) will be greeted by office
staff outside the entrance to the office
(please don;t go directly to class). They
will then ensure they have all they need
for your first day and direct you where
to go. Please park away from the drop
zone.
● If it is essential for you to come on site
and you don’t need to go to the office,
we require you to sign TWICE using the
QR codes at gates/classroom doors.
● One QR code (NZCOVID tracer) is the
regular code for you, to scan as you do
everywhere.
● The other is for us - and will take you to
a short google form to complete our
sign in requirements on your phone,
(You will need to use a general QR
code app - some phones have
cameras that read QR codes, not the
government COVID tracer app). It is
essential for our contact tracing
purposes that you do this. This
additional QR code is to avoid
congregation in the office for signing in on the tablet.
● All adults coming on site MUST wear masks
● Parents are not to enter the classrooms; teachers will meet you outside the door
● Parents are asked to refrain from gathering socially on our site or around gates

●

Please don’t be offended if staff ask if you have signed in (either via our QR
code/google form, or at the office) if you are on site

Will there be allocated gates?
● We strongly encourage families to use the gates they were previously allocated.
We are moving to a trust model and not putting staff on gates to monitor access.
● We are trusting our parents to encourage their children to use/drop and collect
their children at/from their allocated gate, and to sign in as above if it is essential
that they come on site.
● QR codes for contact tracing will be at all gates. If it is essential for you to enter
the school grounds remember to sign in using our school QR code/google form
as explained above
● There is to be NO PARKING in the drop zone in the mornings please. If this
becomes an issue we will again close the drop zone in the morning.
● The drop zone will continue to be closed off in the afternoons.
● Until we have had the time to train our road patrollers, the crossing will not be
‘manned’ in the mornings and afternoons.
Mask Wearing
● We encourage all of our students to wear masks
● Masks (not face coverings) are required at RED for all children and staff in Years 4
and above when indoors.
● Masks are not required to be worn by students outdoors
● Year 3 children in 3/4 composites (Pukeko Hub 1) are strongly encouraged to
wear masks.
● Although not required, teachers of our younger students have been asked to
wear masks unless communication is a problem.
● Programmes will be organized to provide regular mask breaks outside, and for
some lessons to be held outside if the weather permits.
● Parents are asked to please provide masks for their children. Teachers will have a
small supply on hand if they forget for a day.
● Here is a short video for children about how to put on a mask.
● If your child has an exemption from wearing a mask, it is important that we have
the evidence showing this. Please contact juliec@reremoana@school.nz.
Other Health and Safety Information
● All classrooms and buildings will have all doors and windows open for optimum
ventilation
● We will also be receiving a CO2 monitor in the coming weeks to further support
our ventilation plan
● We will continue to teach and practice regular hand washing and sanitising

●
●

Students will continue to be encouraged to socially distance
We will continue to review our systems and procedures and take advice from
Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health

If there is a case or cases in our school
● We will work with both the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education to conduct
contact tracing
● It is likely that some staff and students will be required to isolate
● It is also possible that larger groups/teams within our school will all become
contacts, and that we may need to move to a hybrid model of online/onsite
learning
● If we get to a point where we cannot sufficiently staff our school due to illness or
isolation, we may have to move to a complete online model.
● Please make sure your contact details we have on file are up to date, so we can
get in touch with you if needed.
If your child is required to isolate/is unwell
● If your child is feeling unwell, please keep them at home. If they present as unwell
at school you will be contacted to have them collected immediately. Again,
please make sure the contact details we have on file for you are current.
● If your child is unwell with COVID or another ailment, there is no expectation that
they will engage in learning at home
● If your child is a close contact and is required to isolate, some online and hard
copy learning will be made available, and teachers will work with you to support
your child’s learning as appropriate
● If it has been recommended by a health professional that your child stays at
home even though they are well and not isolating, please contact
juliec@reremoana@school.nz
If you choose to keep your child at home when they are not sick or required to isolate
● Your child can engage with online learning that is set for the whole class (e.g
Reading Eggs, Mathletics) but we are not able to provide any special
programmes
● Teachers are unable to provide online learning sessions/google meets for them
● If you choose to keep your child at home it may become an attendance issue
Vaccinations
● All workers in schools, paid and unpaid, have had two vaccine doses by 1
January 2022 and many staff will now be due for their booster dose which they
are required to have between 4 and 6 months after their second dose.
● There is no requirement for staff to undertake regular COVID tests

●
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Schools are prohibited from requiring students to be vaccinated to access
education. This includes parents, caregiver and whānau supporting students and
their learning.
Schools are not requesting information about a child’s vaccination status, all
children are permitted to attend school regardless of their vaccination status.
Schools are not required to view vaccine passes for parents who come on site to
support their child’s learning or drop off/pick up (however we are required to
check vaccination status for EOTC helpers or at some non-curriculum events)

COVID-19 immunisation programme for ages 5 to 11 is now available
Parents and caregivers now have the opportunity to protect their tamariki aged 5 to 11
against COVID-19, by being immunised with a child (by a paediatric) formulation of the
Pfizer vaccine.
● The vaccine used is a children’s version of the Pfizer vaccine with a lower dose
than used for adults. Children will need two doses of the vaccine and it is
recommended to have the first and second dose at least eight weeks apart.
● There are a number of websites available with resources that will help explain
what the vaccine is, how it works and whether the vaccine is safe for young
people.
● While schools may be used as sites for community vaccination centres,
schools cannot and will not administer the covid vaccine without parents
authority and permission.
● Kids Health
● Health Navigator
● The Immunisation Advisory Centre
As the outbreak intensifies, we will continue to receive updates from the Ministry which
may impact change on how schools run. As usual we will provide our community with
regular updates.
Ngā mihi
Julie Cowan
Principal

