28 April 2022

Community Update - Important Information
Kia ora koutou

Hopefully you have had an enjoyable school holidays. As we prepare to start Term 2 at the
Orange level of the Covid Protection Framework we wanted to provide some information on
what life at Reremoana School will look like this term.
All children should be attending school regularly unless unwell or required to isolate as a
household contact.
At Orange of Covid Protection Framework the following measures are in place at Reremoana
School. We will continue to:
●

Remind and reteach around basic hygiene (eg washing hands often, sneezing or
coughing into your elbow etc)

●

Ensure that our spaces are well ventilated

●

Require children or staff who are unwell stay at home until better

Masks at Orange
At ‘orange’ masks indoors at schools are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED. Our community (students,
staff and parents) have been fantastic at supporting mask wearing during ‘red’; let’s maintain
our good habits and help protect each other by continuing to wear masks indoors.
Please ensure your child (Year 4-8) has a mask in their bag each day as there will be times e.g.
assemblies indoors where masks will be required. If we see an increase in cases in our school or
community, masks will become a requirement for staff, visitors and students in Year 4-8 once
more (our community will be notified of this if or when it happens).
Parents/Visitors on site
At ‘orange’ we welcome our community back onto our school grounds. We request that if
entering a building - office or classroom that you wear a mask please. If coming into school
during school hours (9am-3pm) please visit the office to sign in ‘as normal’.

Gates and parking
At ‘orange’ students are welcome to use any of our
gates - Scotsmoor by the crossing, Belfry or Turnberry to
enter and exit the school.
Students can enter their classrooms from 8:30am. If you
require care/supervision for your child before 8:30am
please contact Lisa at Ultimate Kidz to arrange before
school care.
The drop off zone will remain closed in the afternoons.
During Term 1 we witnessed some unsafe behaviours on
Scotsmoor and Turnberry. Please do not stop on yellow
lines or the school entrance to drop off or pick up
students; please stop or park legally around our school. There is very little space for parking on
the school side of Scotsmoor (just a few spaces along by the daycare). Please park on the
opposite side of Scotsmoor or better yet, park on Creda Rd, Kirkaldy St, Strathaven Rd or
Manene St so your children can use the crossing and come to meet you. All children being
released will be directed to one of the gates (not the drop off zone). If they are leaving via the
Scotsmoor gate to be collected, they will be directed across the crossing, and will not be
allowed to wait on the school side of Scotsmoor, or in and around the drop zone. If you have
previously arranged to meet your child in these areas, please arrange to meet them elsewhere
or park your car on the streets above and collect them from class.
We are hoping to have the crossing patrol operational from the start of Week 2,
Isolating or tested positive for Covid?
Please continue to inform us if your child is isolating as a household contact or has tested
positive for Covid. We will continue to provide learning opportunities for students who are
isolating as household contacts. It is important to let us know if your child has Covid as we are
monitoring numbers of cases linked to our school and we report numbers of cases (no other
information) to the Ministry of Education. Please see below for up to date information around
testing and isolating.
Staffing
As in Term 1 we remain concerned about staffing. With winter coming our way we may find
over the coming months we are unable to staff our classes fully if staff members or their
households contract COVID (or are sick with other winter illnesses). We may need to ask a
team or a hub to switch to attending school onsite part time or move to distance learning for a
period of time e.g. a week. Please continue to check for emails from us and make sure we
have up to date contact details for you. We may need to move to distance or part time onsite
learning with little warning. We know this is disruptive for everyone and appreciate your
support.
Break times
During ‘Red’ we had 3 shorter breaks outside during the day rather than 2 longer breaks as well
as staggered breaks for different teams. We found the 3 breaks successful, helping children

focus in class and lessening some unwanted playground behaviours. For the first half of this
term we are trialling a new 3 break system. This means earlier (and shorter) morning tea and
lunchtime to our traditional breaks with the addition of a short break in the afternoon. This also
helps us with our ventilation of spaces and gives students regular breaks from wearing masks
indoors. We are also trialling a ‘play first, eat second’ model at break times, which research has
shown results in happier playtimes, emptier lunchboxes and a more settled start to the new
learning session.
Nga mihi
Julie Cowan
Principal

COVID-19 information
We know there is lots of information to
navigate and understand if something in
your house tests positive for Covid.
The infographics from Unite against
COVID-19 (an official information channel)
have been really useful to lots of people
Here is a collection that might be useful!

If someone else in your house tests positive after you’ve
finished isolation as a Household Contact, you may need
to isolate again depending on how long it’s been since
your last isolation period.
If less than 10 days have passed since your last isolation
ended, you do not need to isolate again as a Household
Contact.
If more than 10 days have passed since your last isolation
ended, you will need to isolate again as a Household
Contact and get tested on Days 3 and 7.
If you do not need to isolate again you should still be
cautious about where you go and who you see. Monitor
for symptoms and get tested if any develop.
Find out more about isolation for Household Contacts here:
https://covid19.health.nz/advice/household/isolation
Positive cases do not have to isolate again for 3 months after recovery. You can find more information for
after you’ve had COVID-19 here: https://covid19.govt.nz/isol.../after-you-have-had-covid-19/

You do not need a test to leave isolation if you have tested
positive for COVID-19. Once you have completed your full 7
days, and have been symptom-free for 24 hours, you’re good to
go. If you’re still sick, stay home.
If you take a test after recently recovering from COVID-19, it will
likely show as positive – but this does not mean you are infectious.
Because of this, you should avoid taking further tests for 28 days.
Count your 28 days from when your symptoms started or when
you tested positive, whichever came first.
After 28 days, if you get new symptoms, take a RAT. If it is
positive, you will be considered a new case and will need to
isolate again.
If you take a PCR test in the 3 months following recovery, you are likely to get a positive result even if you
do not have a new infection. PCR tests are very sensitive and you will still have the virus in your system.
While you can get COVID-19 again at any time, the chance of reinfection in the 3 months after recovery
is low. After you’ve recovered, you do not need to isolate as a Household Contact for 3 months, if
someone else in your household tests positive during this time.
Find out more about testing after you have had COVID-19 here:
https://covid19.govt.nz/.../after-you-have-had-covid-19/...

