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Term 3, 2022

Kia ora e te whānau!
Half of our year has gone, and we
have seen great things from our
Kereru students, who are continuing
to grow their fluency in the
Language of Learning.
While our learners are showing their
skills in the Language of Learning in
different ways all the time, this term
we have are focussing on learning
to Be Creative, Be A Contributor,
and Be Resilient to help them in
their journey as lifelong learners.

Important dates

Writing
This term our first focus has been
constructing our entries for the
Rehu Tai competition. Students
have created either a speech,
flash-talk, rap, or spoken-word
performance, which they will
share in their Hubs in Week 3. We
will then have the in-school finals
to see who qualifies for MPA in
Week 5!

Maths

This term we are learning about
Proportions and Ratios.
This includes learning strategies
to solve problems involving
fractions, decimals, percentages,
ratios and rates.
To grow in confidence with the
higher-level strategies, our
students need a solid foundation
of basic facts knowledge.

3 Way Conferences via Zoom: Wednesday 10th
August and Thursday 11th August
Careers Day - Tuesday Week 5, 23 August
MPA Rehu Tai - Wednesday Week 5, 24 August
Father's Breakfast - Thursday Week 5, 25 August
Teacher Only Days - Friday Week 5, Mon Week 6 26/ 29
August
"Love Reading" Parent Session - Week 6, Thur 1 Sept
ASB St Johns in School Programme: Weeks 9 and 10
Spellathon Prizegiving - Friday Week 10, Sept 30

Students can practise their
basic facts, as well as the skills
and strategies learned in class,
by using the Mathletics
programme.

Languages

We are in the process of finishing up our first rotation of languages before
moving on to our second. Our Yr 6 students are learning Sign Language with Mr.
Hale. Yr 7 students will attend Māori lessons with Ms Young and German lessons
with Mrs. Baker. Yr 8 students will attend Spanish lessons with Miss Smith and
Mandarin lessons with Mrs. Xu.
We are so grateful to be able to offer such a variety of languages for our
students.

Physical Education
Kereru students are learning various fitness skills with Mr Hale, Miss Smith and Ms
Young. The Rod Dixon running programme is underway for the students who
qualified with Mrs Baker.
There are continuing day tournaments this term in various sports for many of our
students, and some are still training for AIMS in Week 7. Thank you for your
continued support with trainings, fundraising efforts, and transport to sporting
events.

Technology
We are now midway through our second rotation of Technology at Waimahia.
Over the year, our Y7&8 students will experience Food Technology, Robotics, and
STEM. Check out our Facebook group for photos of what they have been up to.

Inquiry
We have begun the term by engaging with current events - the Commonwealth
Games have been on our minds these first few weeks of school. Students have
had the opportunity to design their own mascots and medals, learn about
Commonwealth countries and the history of the Games. Later in the term we will
turn that focus back here and learn about Aotearoa/New Zealand History.

Reading
Thank you so much for all your responses to the Kereru Reading
Whānau Voice survey sent out earlier in the year. Later this term, we will
have a Reading Information Evening online, for tips and hints from
teachers to help you as whānau engage your tamariki in reading. We
will also share more about our school Reading programmes at that
time, but here is a brief overview of some of the teaching strategies we
use at school. We use a combination of these strategies throughout
the week.
Reading To: You will be familiar with this - when a teacher reads a
book to a group of students simply to foster the love of reading! This is
much like what you do at home when you read to your children.
Reading To, Talking With: A step on from Reading To, teachers ask
questions, to encourage student participation in the story.
Shared Reading: This is when all students can see the text and they
read it with the teacher. (It might be projected on the TV) The teacher
can ask questions to encourage them to use their reading skills and
strategies, point out new vocabulary, and discuss what a text is about.
Guided Reading: This is when a teacher takes a small group of
students and focuses on teaching them a reading skill or strategy to
improve their comprehension and/or fluency.
Independent Reading: This is when students get to read by
themselves, practise the skills and strategies they have been taught
and simply enjoy a text.

What is the reading program for older kids - they can read the words now so
whats next?
Great question! We still teach our older kids with the methods above, but what
we are teaching them and the complexity of it changes. Once we understand
how to decode (say/read the word) we work on comprehension (understanding
what the text means). Some of the comprehension skills that we are teaching
your children are:
-inferring
-predicting
-questioning
-locating information
-thinking critically
-summarising
-making connections
How does the programme cover different levels?
Teachers work with your child on the strategies they need to be effective
readers, by practising with texts at (or slightly above) their level. This means that
students of all levels needs can be met.
What support is provided to children at lower levels?
These students, along with all others, work with their teachers in guided reading
groups on their reading goals. Some students also attend Sharp Reading, a
programme designed to increase fluency.
Are tasks set in Reading Eggs, or is this self-guided learning?
Both! Teachers assign tasks, texts, and spelling activities on Reading Eggspress
for students to complete, but students can also access the online library there
to gain reading mileage. If your child has run out of tasks, they can request
more from their reading teacher.
Is there a limit on the books that student should finish reading per term ends?
The more the merrier! Reading for twenty minutes a night is a great start. With
our busy days, it can be hard to find the time - so just before bed as a way to
wind down for the night is a great idea. Books read by whānau to kids count too!
What books are involved in Reading Program?
We like to include a range of different text types so students can practise their
reading skills and strategies. Ask your child to share with you about their
reading!
We look forward to sharing more about ways you can encourage your child to
love reading \later in the term - if you have any questions please do feel free
to contact your child's Kaitiaki teacher, Reading teacher, or the Kereru Team
Leader.
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L VE
READING
Join via Zoom
Sessions will be
recorded and
available for viewing
via team Facebook
pages

Tips and hints from our
teachers, to help parents
engage their children in
reading, and find the FUN!

REGISTER
HERE

Let us know your questions
and any information you're keen
to know!
If you are unsure what session to attend (i.e. if
your child is an early or a fluent reader) please
contact your child's teacher

EARLY READERS
Wed Aug 31st
@ 3:30 pm
FLUENT READERS
Thur Sept 1st
@ 3:30 pm

