
Haere mai, welcome to the 2024 school year. An especially warm welcome to those
new whānau joining us in 2024. I hope to see many of you at our school picnic
next week!

At the start of the year the concept of goal setting is at the front of many people’s
minds - teachers, students and parents. The graphic below is a great process for
talking about goals with your child in ways that will support their learning and
help build resilience and perseverance. Setting goals is a great life skill; it supports
resilience and a growth mindset. There is nothing like accomplishing a goal you
have worked hard on achieving!
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Term 1, Week 2  2024

Thurs Feb 8 

WHAT'S 
INSIDE?

Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Talofa Lava, Nǐ hǎo, Salut, Namaste, Bonjour,
Bula Vinaka, Guten Tag, Goeie Dag, Shalom, Cześć, Hello, Ciào, おはよう (Ohayoou), 안녕 Ahn Nyeong,

Olá, Privet!, Xin Chào, Salam, Goedendag, Chom Reap Sour,  សួស្ Suosdei, Ayubowan, Ẹnlẹ́ó

“Na te puna
ko te awa. Na
te awa ko te
moana. Ka

rere te
moana, he ara

ki te ao.”  
Reremoana

Kura“

From the spring
comes the river.
From the river
comes the sea.

The sea flows as
a pathway to
the world.”
Reremoana

School.

This is a really great piece from the Parenting Place
on setting goals with your children. It talks about
keeping them specific and measurable e.g. learn 6, 7,
and 8 times tables. 

I have some words of caution around goal setting so
that we can help our children set goals that are more
likely to have a positive impact. I sometimes hear
about goals such as ‘win cross country’, which of course
is a goal that doesn’t just depend on your hard work,
skill and perseverance etc., but also on those around
you not being as fast or working as hard. While
winning is of course great and a cause for celebration,
achieving a personal best is something more
measurable and within your child’s control and
something to keep in mind when discussing goals,
hopes and dreams for 2024 with our children. Help
them to consider what is in their control and know
what to recognise as progress and success along the
way. As the article says 'Without bursting bubbles or
raining on parades, it does fall to the grown-ups to
help kids set realistic goals. This may require all the
tact you can muster – it’s not about crushing dreams,
it’s about gently averting eyes to attainable goals that
still require a healthy amount of challenge.

Ultimately goals encourage us all to pursue the ‘Not
yet’. Goals are hopeful!’ What are your child’s goals for
2024?

Julie Cowan
Principal
Learn Grow Succeed
E ako E tipu E tu!

http://www.reremoana.school.nz/
https://parentingplace.nz/resources/how-to-talk-about-setting-goals-with-your-kids
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Reremoana School
Picnic 

15 February15 February
5.30-8pm5.30-8pm

Team Info Presentations
Bring a picnic or purchase from food trucks

Rides and games



Please join us for our school picnic in Week 3! We invite you to join us on the field on
Thursday 15 February, from 5:30pm - 8pm 

We invite and encourage whānau to either pack a picnic or purchase from one of the food
trucks we are organising. So far we have food trucks selling coffee, dumplings, donuts and
ice cream and our Reremoana School Support Team will have a sausage sizzle and will be
selling cold drinks. Most of the food sellers will have eftpos but having some cash might be
advisable.We also have an inflatable course, ferris wheel and train that tickets can be
purchased for. Food trucks will be around the central courtyard with rides/activities on the
field. 

We hope this will be an opportunity for families to come together, and to informally meet
your child's kaitiaki teacher if you have not already done so, prior to goal setting
conferences in Week 7. Our student council will be running some organised games for the
juniors, and the playgrounds will be open, with the understanding that parents and
whānau members (not staff) are responsible for the supervision and safety of their own
children. 

In conjunction with the picnic, each team of teachers will be giving a brief 15 minute talk in
the hall, at the times scheduled below. Team Talks will outline how things work in each
team, with topics which may include learning, home learning, communication,
expectations and Term 1 events. 

Teams are keen to know what questions you have so these can be addressed in their talk.
Please enter your questions via this google form.

Times for the Team Talks are as follows:
6:00 p.m. - Te Puna 
6:30 p.m. - Te Awa 
7:00 p.m. - Te Moana

Please note - all children are to attend with an adult family member. This includes any
ex students. 

School Picnic and Team Talks

 Team Facebook Pages
We invite you to join the relevant Facebook groups for your child/ren’s teams. This is a
place where we share and celebrate learning and reminders, relevant to your child’s
team.
Groups are closed and restricted to adult family members of current students only.
Membership questions must be answered before membership is approved.
Te Puna Years 1-3
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rstepuna2024
Te Awa Years 4-6
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rsteawa2024
Te Moana Years 7-8
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rstemoana2024

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIJ1NDaLJvZqwYY4hhCv-r2rOOIaifnvD1w5M9GF0AJfi_BQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rstepuna2024
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rsteawa2024
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rstemoana2024
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Uniform/Dress Guidelines:
Reremoana School has a compulsory school uniform, which provides students with a sense
of belonging, and enables them to identify with the culture of the school. It also means
equity in dress, which reduces peer pressure.
Uniform Requirements

Uniforms should be purchased before enrolment; please discuss with the principal if
there is a delay in accessing uniform items.
The uniform is worn all year with variations for seasonal changes.
All items of clothing and footwear must be clearly named.
All hair longer than shoulder length must be tied back or up. Hair ties or ribbons must
match one of the uniform colours (black, beige, brown, navy, white).
No makeup or nail polish is to be worn.
Socks in plain white, blue, or black may be worn. In winter months, girls may wear navy
tights NOT leggings.
Parents/guardians and students are responsible for maintaining the uniforms to a high
standard.
The principal reserves the right to deem a garment unacceptable if it doesn't meet
school standards.
Non-uniform garments, such as raincoats or jackets, may be worn to and from school.
Jewellery, other than a wristwatch, is not permitted unless it is an item of cultural,
religious, or medical significance. These are worn at the owner’s risk. Smartwatches
with internet, calling, or texting capability must stay at home or be handed into the
office.
For safety reasons, one pair of stud earrings only may be worn in the ears.
Students may wear a long sleeve, scoop neck, navy blue thermal under their polo shirt
in winter. Turtlenecks or skivvies are not permitted.
Students must wear sensible flat-soled shoes or sandals – we encourage colours that
match the school uniform.
PE uniform is compulsory for years 5–8. 
Students must arrive at school in a school uniform shirt, not their PE shirt and shorts.
PE shirts and shorts can be worn home from school.

Wearing our Uniform with Pride
The start of a new school year is a great to time check and see that our Reremoana School
uniform is being worn correctly, and with pride. Over the next couple of weeks teachers will
be reminding families of students not in correct uniform, what needs to be rectified to meet
our guidelines (below). This will be done via HERO.

We will then be holding a competition to see which kaitiaki (class) has the highest percentage
of correct uniform. The winning kaitiaki will have a uniform free day!
So keep an eye out for any reminders, and for more information regarding the competition
in newsletters and on Facebook.



Ordering Lunches via Kindo
Ezlunch ordering started this
week, and the Term 1 lunch
order list can be found via
our website or by clicking
here. Lunches are available
Wednesday (sushi), Thursday
(Pita Pit) and Friday (sushi).

Please update your child's
hub for the year on
Kindo.This will avoid items
going to the wrong place
because the info is incorrect
on Kindo. Please see the
image if you are unsure of
how to change it.

A Request about Crocs
As per the previous page, our uniform guidelines state that “students must wear sensible flat-
soled shoes or sandals – we encourage colours that match the school uniform.”

We know Crocs are popular. If your child is wearing Crocs to school, please ensure they are
worn in ‘sports mode’ with the back strap behind the foot.

We also ask that Jibbitz stay at home please, as they are beginning to become a problem in
terms of swapping/going missing. We also had a case last year where a child foot was injured
by the bottom of a Jibbitz. 
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A reminder please that children are not to arrive at school before 8am unless they are
enrolled in before school care. Children who arrive before 8:30am are to wait outside out
school library. 
Please note: before 8:30am teachers are involved in meetings and preparation and are not
available for supervision.
Any children arriving after the music has played at 9 are to sign in at the front office and
uplift a late pass.
If you wish to uplift your child during the school day, please report in person to the office
and sign them out. Students are not permitted to sign themselves out.

Arriving at School/Signing In and Out

https://www.reremoana.school.nz/site_files/20557/upload_files/Ezilunch%20T1%202024.pdf?dl=1
https://www.reremoana.school.nz/site_files/20557/upload_files/Ezilunch%20T1%202024.pdf?dl=1


Stationery lists
Stationery lists can be found at either www.myschool.co.nz (Office Max) or www.quizzle.co.nz
and search for Reremoana School. (At Quizzle you have to click on school packs first which is
toward the right).  Select Year Level/Team and view your child's stationery requirements.  
You can either order online from Quizzle or Officemax or you can download the list to take
to the shops.

Digital Subscriptions 
We use digital programmes for home learning but these are also a very important aid used to
extend and reinforce classroom learning.  We ask that these subscriptions are paid as soon as
possible.  We believe that this is an addition to our learning programmes that will make a
huge difference for our students.  

In 2024 we will be using the following programmes:

Te Awa and Te Moana 
Education Perfect will be used by students in Years 4-8.  
Education Perfect supports individualised learning journeys 
across a range of subjects.  They have the tools and learning 
resources to support meaningful learning experiences for all 
students. This platform covers the learning areas of English, 
Maths, Science, NZ Histories, Te Ao Mãori and more.  

Te Puna
Reading Eggs and Mathseeds are well known, engaging online 
programmes and will be used to support learning in Te Puna 
(Years 0-3) this year.  

How to pay for subscriptions: 
You can pay for your child’s digital subscription via Hero.
If you need support with this payment please contact us to discuss options as we really want
all our students to have access.   Please contact Julie Cowan via the office or email to  
juliec@reremoana.school.nz

Stationery and 
Digital Subscriptions 2024
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mailto:juliec@reremoana.school.nz
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Kiwi Competitions
The University of Canterbury is offering your child the opportunity to participate in the
KIWI English, Mathematics and Science competitions. These competitions take place
annually and are designed by New Zealand teachers for New Zealand students based on the
New Zealand Curriculum. For further information, please consult the CAM website
www.canterbury.ac.nz/cam and navigate to the Kiwi Competitions information.

The competitions are open to all Year 5-10 students in English, Mathematics and Science.
Students can enter in one or more subjects. Each competition will provide
parents/caregivers with an individual student report of their child’s overall performance.
These are available through your school. The dates for the supervised online tests are yet to
be released; last year they took place in the last 3 weeks of Term 2 and the first week of
Term 3. The competitions are to be administered at school under exam conditions and
supervised. All participating students will receive a certificate and a prize will be awarded
to the top student nationally in each competition. If two or more students share the same
top score then the prize is awarded to the student with the highest speed and accuracy.
NOTE: Our policy is not to release test papers. The tests are provided primarily as a
competition and not as a teaching resource. Entries are administered by the school. 

2024 Student User Agreement 
This week all families of students in Te Awa and Te Moana will have received the 2024
Student User agreement for Digital Tools and Technologies via HERO. As all students will
use a device at school at some stage during the year - be it their own or a school device - all
students are required to sign and return. Until it is returned, students will not be able to use
a device at school. Please check your inbox/HERO app if you have not seen this and/or
contact your child’s kaitiaki teacher.

You are likely to be aware of the government policy
around cell phones in schools.  At Reremoana
School we have always required students bringing
phones to school to hand them in before school.  
This will continue to be our requirement.  

If your children brings a phone to school they must
hand it in at the office when they get to school; it is
then kept in a named plastic bag in the office for the
day, and is to be collected from the office at the end
of the school day.  Please talk to your child about
this requirement and remind them of the process.

Cellphones at School

http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/cam


Introducing our 2024 Student Council

Leishay
Head Leader

Eden
Head Leader

Jacob
Deputy Head Leader

Joshua
Deputy Head Leader

Vereniki Bree Krish Cooper 

Kayden Amanda Crislyn Ada-Leigh

Our 2024 Student Council has already met twice and have begun to explore their roles,
what it means to be a leader, and plan some events.
One of the first tasks we have collaborated on is the development of a Code of Conduct for
our council members. Already they have shown themselves to reflect many of the
dispositions of our Language of Learning, and they will continue to grow  in this space. 
Over the coming weeks we will share a bit about each of our council members, so our
community can get to know them better.  We are also reviewing  portfolio areas to see if
any need to be changed or updated to meet the school’s current needs.
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Introducing our 2024 Student Council



Kia ora Reremoana whānau, it is so nice to be home and to see so many familiar faces. 
My role at Reremoana is a bit different this year. I will be the P.E. kaiako in both Te Awa
and Te Moana teams to deliver a robust health and physical education programme. I am
also the sports coordinator, working with sports leader, Assistant Principal Karien Fourie.
Where possible, P.E. skills will be taught alongside the sports that we participate and
compete in at our inter school competitions. Our vision for this role is to develop key
motor functions, participation and resilience in our tamariki in an active and inclusive
format. 

MPSSA is a Year 5 and 6 inter school tournament programme, CCSA is a Year 7 and 8 inter
school tournament programme that both offer a range of sporting opportunities
throughout the year. Mrs Fourie and I will work collaboratively to create teams that reflect
our Language of Learning. It is important that students who wish to be a part of these
teams show self managing behaviour by attending trials, meetings and trainings when
appropriate. These teams will be selected based on participation, collaboration and
resilience as well as aspects of skills shown at trials and P.E. sessions. All kaiako from both
Te Awa and Te Moana will be a part of these events in some respect, and will often be
attending as the staff members in charge on the day.  In order to take part in as many of
these opportunities we will require whānau support with supervision and transport. 
This year we would love to reach out to our community to see who may
be willing to be a part of a “Sports Support Group”. This could be
whānau, ex-pupils, a skilled neighbour who may have something to offer
Reremoana School in the way of coaching, managing, organising,
fundraising or any skill you think you could bring to the team. Please fill
in this google form or get in touch with
courtneyw@reremoana.school.nz if you think you may be able to
support us.

I look forward to teaching, coaching and supporting your tamariki this
year.                                                                                         Courtney White.

Sports at Reremoana in 2024

https://forms.gle/x4zCGgnk8RQ9T7vP8
mailto:courtneyw@reremoana.school.nz


Week 5 

Tuesday 27th February- MPSSA Swimming (TBC)

Wednesday 28th February - CCSA Swimming (TBC)

Week 6 

Monday 4th March - CCSA Cricket

Week 7

Wednesday 13th March - MPSSA Cricket

Week 9

Wednesday 27th March - Reremoana In School Orienteering 

Week 10 

Thursday 4th April  - CCSA Football

Term One Sports events



Term 1 Important Dates
Updated Weekly

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Week 2
5-9 Feb Waitangi Day Powhiri

Week 3
12-16 Feb

School Picnic
5:30-8pm

Week 4
19-23 Feb

Board of
Trustees
Meeting

Week 5
26 Feb - 1 Mar

MPSSA
Swimming TBC

CCSA
Swimming TBC

Week 6
4-8 Mar CCSA Cricket

Week 7
11-15 Mar

Goal Setting
Conferences
from 1pm

Goal Setting
Conferences
from 3pm

Week 8
18-22 Mar

SATURDAY -  
Run Rewa

Week 9
25-29 Mar

Board of
Trustees
Meeting

Reremoana
School
Orienteering

Teacher Only
Day Easter Friday

Week 10
1-5 Apr Easter Monday

Easter Tuesday
(a holiday for
schools)

CCSA Football

Week 11
8-12 Apr End of Term



Support Team News



Community News

Pukeko Pippins 
- Girls aged 5 and 6

Meet Saturday mornings, 9:00am -
10:30am, Manurewa Scout Hall,

Gallaher Park, Alfriston Road,
Manurewa.  A fun and varied

programme for Pippins to explore
the world around them, build

confidence and personal skills,
have adventures and develop

friendships.  Fees $90 per term.  
Contact Angela,

itsacaveweta@yahoo.co.nz.  Visits
welcome.  

http://www.girlguidingnz.org.nz


