Tui Team Newsletter Term 3
Dates to remember:
Week 4 Tuesday 16 August - Rehu Tai Finals
Week 4 Friday 19 Aug - Tui Bake Sale
Week 5 Friday 26 Aug - Teacher Only Day
Week 6 Monday 29 Aug - Teacher Only Day
Week 6 Wednesday and Thursday - "Love Reading" sessions
Week 8 Monday 12 Sept - Spellathon Testing this week
Week 8 Friday 16 Sept - Market Day
Market Day:
This term our tamariki will be
working on their products they
will sell at the Market Day. This
is part of our inquiry into world
economy, trade and resources.
More information about this
will be sent separately.
Stationery:
Around this time of year we
notice that a lot of stationery
has gone missing and this
impacts learning time. Please
ensure that your child has pens,
pencils, a ruler and an eraser.
Chromebooks:
Another reminder to please
ensure that chromebooks are
charged each night and taken
home every afternoon.

Bake sale:
To raise some money for camp,
we would really appreciate you
supporting our bake sale (19
August) by sending through a
plate of treats to sale. This
should be easily portioned to
sell individually. We would love
some parent helpers to set up
and manage the tables on the
day. Please email Mrs
Bastiaanse if you are able to
help.
claireb@reremoana.school.nz
Year 5/6 camp:
A reminder to make the next
payment if you are paying per
term

Reading in the Tui team
Last term, we sent out a survey to ask our whānau what you
want to know about our reading programme and how we can
help you support your tamariki at home.
One thing a few people asked was "what is the reading programme at
school?" This is how we run reading in our team:
1. We spend some time each week on shared reading. This
involves having the whole class or hub reading a text together and
spending a few minutes discussing important features of the text.
This helps them to think about texts and they read, teaches them
what to look for and ensures they are gaining new skills.
2. Every hub has several guided reading groups. these are small
groups who are put together based on similar need and they
work directly with the teacher a few times per week. When they
are not having a sessions with the teacher, they have
independent follow up work. Each group may have a different
focus depending on need. For example last term some groups
focused on skills for locating information in a text, others on how
to identify main ideas and summarise texts in their own words. All
the groups are taught essential reading skills to support their
reading. The groups change as the children's needs change so
they get a chance to work with different teachers and different
peers throughout the year. The texts we read are either linked to
other learning to provide context and connection or are selected
based on the children's interests. We use a range of text types
(poetry, novels, articles, fact files, songs and short stories).
3. Independent reading is also important in our hubs. The
tamariki have time to sit quietly and read their own books and
novels from home or the library. They are able to use these to
complete activities during independent reading lessons as well.

Reading in the Tui team
FAQ
Can you send readers home for
homework?

How do you help with spelling
and pronunciation?

As a school, our homework policy is that
Reading Eggs tasks will be set weekly. We do
not send readers home but we do make
weekly trips to the library and the library is
also open at lunch times. The children are
encouraged to choose books to take home,
but some like to keep them in their tote
trays to read in class. We do not assign
homework over weekends.

For the children who struggle to read
aloud, we teach strategies for
sounding out words. This can be
done during guided reading group
sessions or when teachers work
individually with children.

How do you encourage children with new words?
During the guided and shared reading sessions, we identify unknown vocabulary
and teach the children strategies to find the meaning. We try look at the word in
the sentence to see how it fits into the context. We break the word into parts to
see if we can figure out the meaning. We look it up in a dictionary if the other
strategies haven't helped. Some guided reading groups have word banks where
they write down new words. We also encourage the children to use the new
vocabulary words in their writing.
We have recently started to do word studies where we take new words (usually in
context, such as Inquiry vocabulary) and we break the word down. We look at
things like prefixes and suffixes, synonyms, antonyms, related root words and
using the word in a sentence. We recognise the importance of constantly
breaking down and learning new vocabulary especially as 57% of our
respondents indicated they speak more than 1 language at home.

How can I help my child at home?
The most helpful thing you can do is read with your child. Have them read to you
or take turns reading to each other. Reading material should be anything the
child enjoys and should be at a level they are comfortable with so as not to dash
their confidence.
If motivation is a struggle, you may need to get creative. Reward systems are a
great way to get the initial motivation going and build up the habit of reading
daily. Once they find something they enjoy about reading, motivation becomes
intrinsic. One idea is to reward them for every page or chapter they read maybe a sticker chart working towards a goal - activity/item or even cash!
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L VE
READING
Join via Zoom
Sessions will be
recorded and
available for viewing
via team Facebook
pages

Tips and hints from our
teachers, to help parents
engage their children in
reading, and find the FUN!

REGISTER
HERE

Let us know your questions
and any information you're keen
to know!
If you are unsure what session to attend (i.e. if
your child is an early or a fluent reader) please
contact your child's teacher

EARLY READERS
Wed Aug 31st
@ 3:30 pm
FLUENT READERS
Thur Sept 1st
@ 3:30 pm

